
Statutory consultation on the future provision of SEN school for Meirionnydd and Dwyfor 

At its meeting of 9th October 2012, the Council Cabinet agreed on the ‘Priorities Plan – Area of School 
Organisation’ which included the aim of the Council to adapt its Special Educational Needs provision.   

 
In the report it was noted that the Council wanted to ‘change its Special Educational Needs provision since 
the existing provision at Ysgol Hafod Lon was over its capacity and in need of modernisation and extention.  

 
Also, it was noted that ‘there is appropriate and suitable provision for the northern part of the county at Ysgol 
Pendalar, Caernarfon, and that this development will aim at ensuring a similar provision, in a central location, for 
the remainder of the county. The existing provision is not centrally located for the area which it serves, neither do 
the facilities meet with modern educational requirements.’’ 

 
Following a number of meetings of the Working Group to assess possible options to address the needs 

of the provision, and a series of meetings with staff, parents and relevant school governing bodies, the 

Gwynedd Council Schools Portfolio Member, Councillor Gareth Thomas, presented a report to the 

Cabinet on 10th June 2014, with its recommendation for the future of Special Education Needs provision 

in Meirionnydd and Dwyfor and the intention to conduct a statutory consultation on the favoured option 

to: 

commence the process of a statutory consultation in accordance with the requirements of the School 
Standards and Framework Act (Wales) 2013 to relocate Ysgol Hafod Lon and Uned Ty Aran to a new 
site in Penrhyndeudraeth on 1st September 2016, increase the school’s capacity and add a residential 
(and short break) facility. 
 

This option would mean that we would: 
 

a) Develop a new school in a central location for children living in the  Meirionnydd and Dwyfor 
areas of Gwynedd. The aim is to open the new provision in Penrhyndeudraeth which will mean 
that SEN pupils from Meirionnydd and Dwyfor will have to travel similar distances to receive their 
education. 

 
b) Increase the SEN school places in Meirionnydd and Dwyfor to offer provision for up to 100 

children including those with more profound and complex educational needs such as autism.  
 
c) Develop a school which reaches 21st Century Schools standards, the highest curricular standard, 

with therapeutic resources and alternative resources which meet the needs of those children with 
profound and complex educational needs, including autism. 

 
d) Develop a school with the necessary resources to reach the standards aimed at for this model, 

namely a hydrotherapy pool, sensory rooms, rebound therapy rooms, therapeutic external 
teaching environments, horticulture and small business resources. 

 
e) Provide 6 residential/short term beds for children and young people with SEN from Gwynedd, and 

possibly from other Local Authorities as well.  
 
f) Develop a resource which will serve as a centre providing professional working space where key 

workers can regularly meet and hold discussions with parents, specialist teaching staff and support 
staff. 
 

g) Continue with the existing provision at Tŷ Meirion which will allow access to mainstream 
secondary education for those pupils who would find it hard to travel from the southern part of 
the county to the new school.  
 

 



The Cabinet agreed to approve the proposal to conduct a statutory consultation. 

Statutory Consultation 

The statutory consultation will take place between 23 June and 5 August 2014. 

The following meetings have been arranged as part of the consultation: 

Ysgol Hafod Lon - staff 23/06/14 - 16:00 
Ysgol Hafod Lon - 
governors 

23/06/14 – 17:00 

Uned Tŷ Aran - staff 26/06/14 - 16:00 
Open day at: 
 

Open to all parents and any individuals or 
establishments and agencies wishing to attend  

Pwllheli –Dwyfor 
Leisure Centre 

07/07/14: 14:00 – 19:00 

Dolgellau –Glan 
Wnion Leisure Centre 

08/07/14: 14:00 – 19:00 

Penrhyndeudraeth – 
Memorial Hall  

09/07/14: 14:00 – 19:00 

 
Arrangements have also been made to discover the views of the children who attend Ysgol Hafod Lon 
and Uned Ty Aran. 
 
 A copy of the consultation document and other background papers can be viewed on the Council 
website by following the link below: 
 
www.gwynedd.gov.uk/trefniadaethysgolion, then clicking the tab ‘21st century schools’  (on the left) and 
then clicking ‘Ysgol Arbennig Meirion Dwyfor’ (again on the left). 
 
Paper copies can be viewed at Ysgol Hafod Lon and Uned Tŷ Aran, Dolgellau Primary School, the 
libraries in Dolgellau, Pwllheli, Penrhyndeudraeth, Porthmadog, Blaenau Ffestiniog, Y Bala and Tywyn and 
in Gwynedd Council Offices at Dolgellau, Pwllheli and Caernarfon.  
 
If you require additional copies, you are welcome to contact us by phone on (01286) 679648 or by e-mail 
to ysgolarbennigmeiriondwyfor@gwynedd.gov.uk 
 
Following the statutory consultation period a further report will be submitted to the Council Cabinet, 
giving details of the consultation.  The Cabinet will discuss the consultation and any observations resulting 
from it.  

 
Depending on the recommendation by the Cabinet, it will have to be decided whether a Statutory Notice 
should be issued on implementing the proposal. If a Statutory Notice is issued, a period of 28 days is 
allowed for any objections to be submitted.  

 
Following these steps, a report will be submitted to to the relevant Council committee for a final 
decision. 
 
 
PLEASE NOTE – the purpose of a statutory consultation period is to obtain people’s views and 
observations on the proposal and any person who wishes to submit a formal objection to the proposal 
will need to submit their written objection during the statutory notice period, which is a separate step 
from the statutory consultation period.  

 


